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⭐⭐ Play in the Middle Ages

Before you read the text:
What do you think 🤔 What games did
children play in the Middle Ages?

In the Middle Ages, most children had to help their parents, but
they probably also got enough time to play. Archaeologists
discovered all kinds of tys like toy knights or horses, or tiny cooking
pots and pans. Of course, children could also play with whatever
material they found in their surroundings.
Children played ball games, stick games, and sports, as well as what
we’d now call board games like backgammon and chess.
In some monasteries we can still see game boards carved into the
benches by children in medieval times. One of those games was
„Nine Men's Morris“, maybe you have played that, too!
In peasant families, children’s toys were almost always handmade
by the family.  These toys included dolls and blocks.  Children in the
Middle Ages probably also made their own toys out of whichever
materials they found around the house. Older children who had
the chance to learn how to read, could read stories to their siblings.
These stories were usually myths or stories on heroic figures like
Robin Hood.
Some games didn't require any toys, like today. They played „make
believe“ or „pretend“. Children would pretend to be a lady or knight
or they would build castles out of blocks or sand.

□ 1) First reading: underline words that you need to look up.
□ 2) Look up words and write them on the margin (Rand).
□ 3) Second reading: highlight 3-5 most important facts.
□ 4) Check your understanding with tasks online: ogy.de/middleagesplay
□ 5) Write down 2-3 sentences as a summary.
□ 6) Write down 1 quiz question and hand it in.
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Bonus: Watch a video on the life of a Norman 10-years-old: ogy.de/10yearoldNorman

Summary:

pSources:/pphttps://www.thefinertimes.comMiddle-Ageschildren-in-the-middle-
ages.html/pphttps://www.medievalists.net201811childhood-middle-ages/p

Medieval children playing with toys and catching butterflies
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