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SPE A KING SKILLS - TEACHER AS SESS MENT

Eff ec ti ve spe a king as sess ments play a vital role in de ve lo ping stu dents' in di vi du al Eng lish 
lan guage pro fi ci en cy. By in cor po ra ting a va rie ty of as sess ment me thods and cri te ria, we can 
pro vi de com pre hen si ve feed back to help stu dents im pro ve their spe a king skills and be co me 
con fi dent and pro fi ci ent com mu ni ca tors in Eng lish.

Cri te ria

1 Cla ri ty of Speech:
How cle ar ly does the stu dent arti cu la te their words and phra ses?

1: Speech is often un clear and diffi  cult to un der stand.
2: Speech is ge ne ral ly clear but may be oc ca si o nal ly un clear.
3: Speech is con sistent ly clear and easy to un der stand.

2 Flu en cy:
How smooth ly does the stu dent speak wit hout he si ta ti ons or pau ses?

1: Speech is very he si tant and dis join ted.
2: Speech is so me what he si tant with noti ce a ble pau ses.
3: Speech flows smooth ly with mi ni mal he si ta ti on or pau ses.

(fur ther li te ra tu re: Len non 1990: 404-405) as ses sing more de tailed va ri a bles, like “words per mi nu te” pos si -
ble etc.)

3 Pro nun ci a ti on:
How ac cu ra te ly does the stu dent pro noun ce words?

1: Pro nun ci a ti on is fre quent ly in cor rect and im pe des un der stan ding.
2: Pro nun ci a ti on is ge ne ral ly ac cu ra te but may have oc ca si o nal er rors.
3: Pro nun ci a ti on is con sistent ly ac cu ra te and clear.

4 Vo ca bu la ry:
Does the stu dent use a va ried and ap pro pri a te vo ca bu la ry?

1: Vo ca bu la ry is li mi ted and re pe ti ti ve.
2: Vo ca bu la ry is so me what va ried but may lack pre ci si on.
3: Vo ca bu la ry is rich, va ried, and ap pro pri a te for the con text.

5 Gram mar and Syn tax:
How well does the stu dent use gram ma ti cal struc tures and sen tence pat terns?

1: Gram mar and syn tax are often in cor rect and con fu sing.
2: Gram mar and syn tax are ge ne ral ly ac cu ra te but may have oc ca si o nal er rors.
3: Gram mar and syn tax are con sistent ly ac cu ra te and clear.

6 Con tent:
How eff ec tive ly does the stu dent con vey their ideas and stay on topic?

1: Con tent is un clear and lacks co he rence.
2: Con tent is so me what clear but may wan der off topic at times.
3: Con tent is clear, fo cu sed, and well- organized.
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As sess ment Me thods:

1 Spon ta neous Con ver sa ti ons:
The teacher in iti a tes spon ta neous con ver sa ti ons with stu dents on to pics such as va ca ti -
ons, rou ti nes, weekends, or cur rent real- world is su es. For ex amp le, the teacher may ask 
the stu dents how their last weekend was or if they have plans for the up co ming ho li -
days. Teachers may also con duct one- on- one con ver sa ti ons with stu dents in Eng lish. 
These con ver sa ti ons serve to as sess stu dents' oral skills in ever y day si tu a ti ons.

2 Oral Pre sen ta ti ons:
Stu dents pre pa re pre sen ta ti ons on life wor ld to pics, such as their fa vo ri te lei su re ac ti vi ty, 
an event, or a topic that in te rests them. They de li ver their pre sen ta ti ons to the class and 
then ans wer ques ti ons from the teacher or their class ma tes. This al lo ws them to de -
mons tra te their abi li ty in mo no lo gic speech pro duc tion as well as in struc tu ring and or -
ga ni zing in for ma ti on.

3 Role- plays:
The teacher crea tes sce na ri os in which stu dents take on spe ci fic roles and in ter act with 
each other. For ex amp le, stu dents could si mu la te an ever y day si tu a ti on or en ga ge in a 
de ba te on a con tro ver si al topic. Th rough these exer ci ses, teachers can as sess their abi li -
ty in dia lo gic speech pro duc tion in va rious con texts.

4 Dis cus sions:
The teacher or ga ni zes group or part ner dis cus sions on real- world to pics re le vant to the 
stu dents. Stu dents can dis cuss to pics such as lei su re ac ti vi ties, or cur rent events. The 
teacher can es tab lish cer tain dis cus sion rules, such as re qui ring each stu dent to speak 
at least once or en su ring that all opi ni ons are re spect ful ly heard. These dis cus sions en a -
ble teachers to as sess stu dents’ abi li ty in dia lo gic speech pro duc tion as well as in ar gu -
men ta ti on and ex pres sing opi ni ons.

5 Mo no lo gic In ter views:
Stu dents in tro du ce them sel ves and talk about their in te rests, edu ca ti o nal back ground, 
or ca re er plans. They can share in for ma ti on about their fa mi ly, hob bies, fa vo ri te sub -
jects, or fu ture aspi ra ti ons. The teacher can ask tar ge ted ques ti ons to en cou ra ge stu -
dents to give de tailed ans wers and as sess their abi li ty in mo no lo gic speech pro duc tion 
as well as in self- presentation.

6 Pro nun ci a ti on Exer ci ses:
The teacher con ducts tar ge ted exer ci ses on the pro nun ci a ti on of spe ci fic sounds or 
words, such as re a ding texts aloud or re pe a ting cer tain sounds. Stu dents could also 
parti ci pa te in exer ci ses on stress and in to na ti on.

Source:  B. Knight. 1992: As ses sing spe a king skills: a work shop for teacher de ve lo p ment. ELT Jour -
nal Vo lu me, 46/3, Ox ford Uni ver si ty Press, p. 294-302.
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1 I can have simp le con ver sa ti ons if the per son speaks slow ly and helps me to talk. I can 
ask and ans wer simp le ques ti ons about ever day things or to pics that I know.

True
False

2 I can talk about ever y day things and do simp le tasks with other people. I can have short 
so cial con ver sa ti ons, but I may need help to keep them going.

True
False

3 I can hand le com mon si tu a ti ons while tra ve ling in coun t ries where they speak Eng lish. I 
can talk about fa mi li ar to pics like fa mi ly, hob bies, work, and cur rent events in Eng lish.

True
False

4 I can talk com for tab ly and spon ta neous ly with na ti ve spe a kers. It feels most ly like a na -
tu ral con ver sa ti on. I can ac tive ly join dis cus sions in fa mi li ar si tu a ti ons and ex press my 
opi ni ons and give re a sons for it.

True
False

5 I can speak flu ent ly and ex press mys elf wit hout he si ta ti on. I use lan guage eff ec tive ly for 
both so cial and pro fes si o nal re a sons. I can arti cu la te ideas pre ci se ly and con nect my 
thoughts well with others in a con ver sa ti on.

True
False

6 I can ea si ly join con ver sa ti ons, using idi o ma tic ex pres sions and col lo qui al lan guage. I ex -
press mys elf flu ent ly, con vey ing sub t le me a nings ac cu ra te ly. If I en coun ter a pro blem, I 
can smooth ly re phra se wit hout others noti cing.

True
False

SPE A KING SKILLS - SELF AS SESS MENT

Read the fol lo wing state ments. As sess your Eng lish skills yours elf. Is the state -
ment true? Then ans wer with 'true'. If it doesn't apply to you, ans wer with 
'false'. The state ments will be co me more diffi  cult and com plex.

Spon ta neous spe a king
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1 I can talk about my home and the people I know using simp le phra ses and sen ten ces.

True
False

2 I can use diff e rent phra ses and sen ten ces to ex plain de tails about my fa mi ly, li ving si tu a -
ti on, edu ca ti on, as well as my em p loy ment.

True
False

3 I can com bi ne phra ses to de scri be ex pe ri en ces and events, tell my dreams and wis hes. I 
can briefly ex plain my opi ni ons and plans. Ad di ti o nal ly, I am able to tell a story, sum ma -
ri ze the plot of a book or film, and ex press my re ac tions.

True
False

4 I can pro vi de de tailed de scrip ti ons on a large range of to pics within the area that in te -
rests me. I am able to ex plain a per spec ti ve on a cur rent issue, de scri bing the ad van ta -
ges and di sad van ta ges of diff e rent op ti ons.

True
False

5 I can pre sent clear, de tailed de scrip ti ons of com plex sub jects in te gra ting sub- themes, 
de ve lo ping parti cu lar points and roun ding off with an ap pro pri a te con clu si on.

True
False

6 I can pre sent a clear, smoothly- flowing de scrip ti on or ar gu ment in a style ap pro pri a te to 
the con text and with an eff ec ti ve lo gi cal struc tu re which helps the re ci pi ent to noti ce 
and re mem ber si gni fi cant points.

True
False

Pre pa red spe a king
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1 What do you find diffi  cult about spe a king in Eng lish?

2 Why ? What are the re a sons? Write down the re a sons.

Let's have a clo ser look at your Eng lish spe a king skills. You al re a dy speak per -
fect Eng lish and don't have any pro blems? Nice, lucky you!
Even if, take some time to ans wer the fol lo wing state ments and ques ti ons. Be 
hon est with yours elf - other wi se it may be hard to im pro ve.
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4 What can my Eng lish teacher do to help me? What wis hes do you have?

5 I have the fol lo wing goals to im pro ve my Eng lish skills:
(be pre ci se and clear! Smal ler goals are so me times bet ter than goals that are too big)

3 How can I work on that to im pro ve my Eng lish spe a king skills?
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