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Ce le bra ti ons of Hal lo ween

 
The Ori gins and Ce le bra ti ons of Hal lo ween
Hal lo ween, ce le bra ted on Oc to ber 31st, has a his to ry that stret ches back over two thousand 
years. Its roots come from the an cient Celtic fes ti val of Sam hain (pro noun ced  „ Sow- in “ ), a 
time when the Celts mar ked the end of the har vest and the be gin ning of win ter. For them, 
win ter was as so ci a ted with death, and they be lie ved that on the night of Sam hain, the 
bounda ry bet ween the li ving and the dead was at its thin nest. They fe a red that the spi rits of 
the dead could re turn to the world of the li ving and cause trou ble, like da ma ging crops. To 
pro tect them sel ves, the Celts built large bon fi res, dres sed in ani mal skins or cos tu mes, and 
made off e rings to ward off these spi rits. 
As Chris ti a ni ty spre ad across Eu ro pe, many pagan fes ti vals were re placed or mer ged with 
Chris ti an ho li days. In the 8th cen tu ry, Pope Gre go ry III de cla red No vem ber 1st as All Saints’ 
Day (also known as All Hal lows’ Day), a day to honor saints and mar tyrs. The night be fo re be -
ca me known as All Hal lows’ Eve, which even tu al ly trans for med into the word we know today: 
Hal lo ween. This mix of an cient Celtic tra di ti ons and Chris ti an be liefs gave birth to the mo -
dern ce le bra ti on of Hal lo ween.
In mo dern times, Hal lo ween is ce le bra ted in many coun t ries, though tra di ti ons can diff er si -
gni fi cant ly. In the United Sta tes and Ca na da, Hal lo ween is lar ge ly a se cu lar ho li day, ce le bra -
ted with great en thu si asm. Child ren dress up in cos tu mes and go door- to- door as king for 
candy, a tra di ti on known as trick- or- treating. Houses are often de co ra ted with car ved pump -
kins, also cal led jack- o'- lanterns, and people enjoy haun ted houses, cos tu me par ties, and 
scary mo vies. It’s a night for both fun and frights.
In con trast, Hal lo ween tra di ti ons in other parts of the world focus more on re mem be ring the 
dead. In Me xi co, for ex amp le, the  * Día de los Mu er tos *  (Day of the Dead) is ce le bra ted from 
Oc to ber 31st to No vem ber 2nd. This ho li day com bi nes in di ge nous tra di ti ons with Ca tho li -
cism and is a joy ful oc ca si on where fa mi lies honor the spi rits of their decea sed loved ones. 
They build ela bo ra te al tars with pho tos, cand les, and food off e rings, and de co ra te with ma ri -
go ld flow ers and co lor ful sugar skulls.
Me an while, in Ire land, the bir th place of Hal lo ween, many of the an cient customs from Sam -
hain still re main. Bon fi res are lit, and tra di ti o nal games, like bob bing for ap p les, are play ed. 
People may dress up in cos tu mes, and trick- or- treating has also be co me po pu lar, but the ce -
le bra ti ons often re tain a con nec tion to the old Celtic roots.
In other Eu rope an coun t ries, Hal lo ween is so me times view ed as a more com mer cia li zed ho -
li day, im por ted from the United Sta tes. Howe ver, in places like the UK, it has grown in po pu -
la ri ty in re cent years. People enjoy dres sing up and at ten ding par ties, and some child ren 
also go trick- or- treating, though it is not as wi de spre ad as in the U.S.
Whe ther it is a time for spoo ky fun, ho no ring the dead, or so me thing in bet ween, Hal lo -
ween’s uni que mix of an cient and mo dern tra di ti ons makes it a fa sci na ting ho li day. While it 
con ti nu es to evol ve and adapt to diff e rent cul tures, its core the mes of death, ce le bra ti on, 
and the su per na tu ral re main cen tral.
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1 What was the ori gi nal pur po se of the Celtic fes ti val of Sam hain?

2 How did Hal lo ween evol ve from Sam hain and be co me con nec ted to Chris ti a ni ty?

3 De scri be how Hal lo ween is ce le bra ted in the United Sta tes and Ca na da. What ac ti vi ties 
are ty pi cal?

4 What is the si gni fican ce of  Día de los Mu er tos  in Me xi co, and how does it diff er from Hal -
lo ween?
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5 How do Hal lo ween tra di ti ons in Ire land re flect the an cient Celtic ori gins of the ho li day?

6 What are some re a sons why Hal lo ween is so me times seen as a com mer cia li zed ho li day 
in parts of Eu ro pe?

7 When is Hal lo ween ce le bra ted?

Oc to ber 30th
No vem ber 1st
Oc to ber 31st
No vem ber 2nd

8 What was the ori gi nal Celtic be lief about 
the night of Sam hain?

It mar ked the be gin ning of sum mer.
Spi rits of the dead re tur ned to Earth.
People ce le bra ted the end of win ter.
It was a time to honor saints.

9 Which Pope es tab lished All Saints’ Day?

Pope Gre go ry I
Pope Gre go ry III
Pope John Paul II
Pope Fran cis

10 In which coun try is  Día de los Mu er tos  ce -
le bra ted?

Ca na da
Ire land
Me xi co
Ger ma ny

11 Which of the fol lo wing is a ty pi cal Hal lo -
ween ac ti vi ty in the United Sta tes?

Buil ding al tars for an ces tors
Ligh ting bon fi res
Car ving pump kins and trick- or- 
treating
Vi si ting ce me te ries

12 Which state ment is true about Hal lo ween 
ce le bra ti ons in Ire land?

Hal lo ween has no con nec tion to an -
cient tra di ti ons.
People only visit churches on Hal lo -
ween.
Tra di ti o nal games like bob bing for ap -
p les are play ed.
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