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Celebrations of Halloween

﻿
The Origins and Celebrations of Halloween
Halloween, celebrated on October 31st, has a history that stretches back over two thousand 
years. Its roots come from the ancient Celtic festival of Samhain (pronounced ﻿„﻿Sow-​in﻿“﻿), a 
time when the Celts marked the end of the harvest and the beginning of winter. For them, 
winter was associated with death, and they believed that on the night of Samhain, the 
boundary between the living and the dead was at its thinnest. They feared that the spirits of 
the dead could return to the world of the living and cause trouble, like damaging crops. To 
protect themselves, the Celts built large bonfires, dressed in animal skins or costumes, and 
made offerings to ward off these spirits. 
As Christianity spread across Europe, many pagan festivals were replaced or merged with 
Christian holidays. In the 8th century, Pope Gregory III declared November 1st as All Saints’ 
Day (also known as All Hallows’ Day), a day to honor saints and martyrs. The night before be-
came known as All Hallows’ Eve, which eventually transformed into the word we know today: 
Halloween. This mix of ancient Celtic traditions and Christian beliefs gave birth to the mo-
dern celebration of Halloween.
In modern times, Halloween is celebrated in many countries, though traditions can differ si-
gnificantly. In the United States and Canada, Halloween is largely a secular holiday, celebra-
ted with great enthusiasm. Children dress up in costumes and go door-​to-​door asking for 
candy, a tradition known as trick-​or-​treating. Houses are often decorated with carved pump-
kins, also called jack-​o'-​lanterns, and people enjoy haunted houses, costume parties, and 
scary movies. It’s a night for both fun and frights.
In contrast, Halloween traditions in other parts of the world focus more on remembering the 
dead. In Mexico, for example, the ﻿*﻿Día de los Muertos﻿*﻿ (Day of the Dead) is celebrated from 
October 31st to November 2nd. This holiday combines indigenous traditions with Catholi-
cism and is a joyful occasion where families honor the spirits of their deceased loved ones. 
They build elaborate altars with photos, candles, and food offerings, and decorate with mari-
gold flowers and colorful sugar skulls.
Meanwhile, in Ireland, the birthplace of Halloween, many of the ancient customs from Sam-
hain still remain. Bonfires are lit, and traditional games, like bobbing for apples, are played. 
People may dress up in costumes, and trick-​or-​treating has also become popular, but the ce-
lebrations often retain a connection to the old Celtic roots.
In other European countries, Halloween is sometimes viewed as a more commercialized ho-
liday, imported from the United States. However, in places like the UK, it has grown in popu-
larity in recent years. People enjoy dressing up and attending parties, and some children 
also go trick-​or-​treating, though it is not as widespread as in the U.S.
Whether it is a time for spooky fun, honoring the dead, or something in between, Hallo-
ween’s unique mix of ancient and modern traditions makes it a fascinating holiday. While it 
continues to evolve and adapt to different cultures, its core themes of death, celebration, 
and the supernatural remain central.
﻿
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1 What was the original purpose of the Celtic festival of Samhain?

2 How did Halloween evolve from Samhain and become connected to Christianity?

3 Describe how Halloween is celebrated in the United States and Canada. What activities 
are typical?

4 What is the significance of ﻿Día de los Muertos﻿ in Mexico, and how does it differ from Hal-
loween?
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5 How do Halloween traditions in Ireland reflect the ancient Celtic origins of the holiday?

6 What are some reasons why Halloween is sometimes seen as a commercialized holiday 
in parts of Europe?

7 When is Halloween celebrated?

October 30th
November 1st
October 31st
November 2nd

8 What was the original Celtic belief about 
the night of Samhain?

It marked the beginning of summer.
Spirits of the dead returned to Earth.
People celebrated the end of winter.
It was a time to honor saints.

9 Which Pope established All Saints’ Day?

Pope Gregory I
Pope Gregory III
Pope John Paul II
Pope Francis

10 In which country is ﻿Día de los Muertos﻿ ce-
lebrated?

Canada
Ireland
Mexico
Germany

11 Which of the following is a typical Hallo-
ween activity in the United States?

Building altars for ancestors
Lighting bonfires
Carving pumpkins and trick-​or-​
treating
Visiting cemeteries

12 Which statement is true about Halloween 
celebrations in Ireland?

Halloween has no connection to an-
cient traditions.
People only visit churches on Hallo-
ween.
Traditional games like bobbing for ap-
ples are played.
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