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1 Strip ping them of their rights - Mass in car ce ra ti on in the US

 Pre sent the sta ti stics to each other and com ment on them.

Part ner A

Part ner B
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2 Slavery - Still an issue in 2023?

 Read sec tion 1 of the 13th amend ment to the Con sti tu ti on (see box below).

a) Re phra se the amend ment in your own words.
b) Dis cuss po ten ti al con se quen ces of the “loopho le” in the amend ment.

Amend ment XIII - Sec tion 1 (1865)
Neit her slavery nor in vol un ta ry ser vi tu de , ex cept as a pu nish ment for crime whe reof
the party shall have been duly con vic ted, shall exist within the United Sta tes, or any
place sub ject to their ju ris dic tion.
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 Con di ti ons and con se quen ces of im pri son ment in the US

 Read the diff e rent state ments and sta ti stics.
 High light the three which are most sur pri sing to you.
 Com pa re with your part ner and com ment.

Average wage for pri son
la bo rers: $0.86 - $3.45 per

day

An nu al value of work pro vi ded by
pri son la bo rers: $ 2 bil li on

Pri son la bo rers
are not al lo wed to

form a union

In Texas, pri so ners
who re fu se to
work are often

placed in so li ta ry
con fi ne ment

Some Sta tes have no mi ni mum
age for pro se cu ting child ren as

adults child ren under the age of
twel ve have been sent to adult

jails and pri sons to serve long pri -
son terms

Wri ting a bad check, com -

mit ting a petty theft or

being in vol ved with drugs

can re sult in life im pri son -
ment

In some Sta tes, you per -

ma nent ly lose the right to

vote if you have been to
pri son

Spen ding on jails and pri sons has risen

from $ 6.9 bil li on in 1980 to ne ar ly $ 80

bil li on today. In some Sta tes, the bud get

al lo t ted to in car ce ra ti on is three times

hig her than that for edu ca ti on.

Upon re lease, for mer pri so ners
face diffi  cul ties fin ding em p loy -
ment, housing and be ne fit from

so cial wel fa re. They often end up
home less.

Vo ca bu la ry
(to) pro se cu te sb - (to) ac cu se sb in court
jail - for sb awai ting their trial or being held for minor cri mes
pri son - for sb ha ving been found guil ty of a major crime
so li ta ry con fi ne ment - sb who is held in their cell all by them sel ves
a union - a com mu ni ty of people (e.g. workers) who en ga ge them sel ves to wards a cer tain ob jec ti ve
petty theft - a minor crime (e.g. ste aling a hand bag, a mo bi le phone)
so cial wel fa re - re cei ving money from the go vern ment when you are un em p loy ed or poor
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3 In sti tu ti o na li zed Ra cism

In sti tu ti o na li zed Ra cism
“[T]he per pe tu a ti on of discri mi na ti on on the basis of “race” by po li ti cal, eco no mic, or
legal in sti tu ti ons and sys tems. Ac cor ding to cri ti cal race the o ry, [...] in sti tu ti o nal ra -
cism rein forces in equa li ties bet ween groups—e.g., in wealth and in co me, edu ca ti on,
health care, and civil rights—on the basis of the groups’ per cei ved ra cial diff e ren ces.“

 In which way can the Ame ri can in car ce ra ti on sys tem be con side red an ex amp le for in sti -
tu ti o na li zed ra cism ? As sess.
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