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New York City's population in 2010 was 44% White (33.3% non-Hispanic White),
25.5% Black or African American (23% non-Hispanic Black), 0.7% Native
American or Alaska Native, and 12.7% Asian. Hispanics or Latinos of any race
represented 28.6% of the population, while Asians constituted the fastest-
growing segment of the city's population between 2000 and 2010; the non-
Hispanic White population declined three percent, the smallest recorded
decline in decades; and for the first time since the U.S. Civil War, the number of
Black people declined over a decade. Throughout its history, New York has
been a major port of entry for immigrants into the United States. More than 12
million European immigrants were received at Ellis Island between 1892 and
1924. The term "melting pot" was first coined to describe densely populated
immigrant neighborhoods on the Lower East Side. By 1900, Germans
constituted the largest immigrant group, followed by the Irish, Jews, and
Italians. In 1940, Whites represented 92% of the city's population.
Approximately 37% of the city's population is foreign born, and more than half
of all children are born to mothers who are immigrants as of 2013. In New
York, no single country or region of origin dominates. The ten largest sources
of foreign-born individuals in the city as of 2011 were the Dominican Republic,
China, Mexico, Guyana, Jamaica, Ecuador, Haiti, India, Russia, and Trinidad and
Tobago, while the Bangladeshi-born immigrant population has become one of
the fastest growing in the city, counting over 74,000 by 2011. Because of these
vast amount of immigrants throughout history, New York City has been
described as the cultural capital of the world.  The city and its metropolitan
area constitute the premier gateway for legal immigration to the United States.
As many as 800 languages are spoken in New York, making it the most
linguistically diverse city in the world. NYC is also best known for giving its
setting to books, novels and movies all across the globe. But lots of other
different cultural fields are covered in the city: dance, arts, music, fashion,
cuisine, parades, sports and religious and gender variety.

1 Read the following text about cultural diversity in New York City.

2 After you finished reading, go back to the Padlet and do Task 9.
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