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Al ca traz -  The Rock  
 
A rocky is land north of San Fran cis co, Ca li for nia, Al ca traz was once the site of a no to rious
maximum- security pri son. The is land oc cu pies an area of 22 acres (9 hec ta res) and is lo ca ted
1.5 miles (2 ki lo me ters) off shore in San Fran cis co Bay. Both the is land and the pri son are
known by the nick na me “The Rock.”
 
Al ca traz Is land was a sea bird ha bi tat when it was ex plo red in 1775 by Lieu ten ant Juan Ma nu -
el de Ayala of Spain, who named it Isla de los Al ca traces (“Isle of the Pe licans”). Sold in 1849
to the U.S. go vern ment, Al ca traz be ca me the site of the first light house on the coast of Ca li -
for nia in 1854. The U.S. Army built for ti fi ca ti ons on the is land and began hol ding mi li ta ry pri -
so ners there in the late 1850s. Al ca traz housed a di ver se collec tion of pri so ners in its early
years, in clu ding 19 Hopi In di ans from the Ari zo na Ter ri to ry. In 1907 the is land was de signa -
ted the Pa ci fic Branch of the United Sta tes Mi li ta ry Pri son, and the mo dern pri son buil ding
was com ple ted four years later.
 
From 1934 to 1963 Al ca traz ser ved as a fe de ral pri son for some of the coun try’s most dan ge -
rous ci vi li an con victs. Among them were Al Ca po ne and Ro bert Stroud, the “Bird man of Al ca -
traz.” Alt hough the Al ca traz pri son was able to house 450 con victs in cells that me a su red
about 10 feet by 4.5 feet (3 me ters by 1.5 me ters), no more than 250 pri so ners ever oc cu -
pied the is land at one time.
 
Al ca traz was con side red to be the most im pe ne tra ble pri son in the United Sta tes, and es -
cape at tempts were rare. Du ring its 29 years as a fe de ral pri son, 36 in ma tes took part in 14
es cape at tempts. Thirty- one of the es capees were eit her cap tu red, kil led, or known to have
drow ned in the bay; the other five were never found and are be lie ved to have drow ned. Alt -
hough most es capees re li ed on se crecy, six in ma tes parti ci pa ted in a vi o lent es cape at tempt
in May 1946. The 48-hour in ci dent, re mem be red as the “Batt le of Al ca traz,” began when pri -
so ners over pow er ed their guards and ob tai ned guns and keys to the cell block. Frus tra ted by
a lo cked door, the pri so ners ex chan ged gun fi re with the re mai ning guards, and order was
res to red only when U.S. Ma ri nes stor med the cell block under a hail of gre na des and rifle
fire. Two guards and three es capees were kil led, and more than a dozen guards were woun -
ded in the fire fight.
 
Ano ther dar ing es cape took place in June 1962. Three in ma tes slip ped out of their cells th -
rough air vents that they had en lar ged with ma kes hift tools. After es ca ping the buil ding, they
used a raft to cross the bay. Alt hough the Fe de ral Bu reau of In ves ti ga ti on (FBI) con clu ded
that the three men drow ned, their fate re main ed the sub ject of spe cu la ti on for de ca des.
 
Even tu al ly the cost of main tai ning the pri son, parti cu lar ly the cost of trans por ting fresh
water to and waste away from Al ca traz, re sul ted in its clo sing in March 1963. In 1972 Al ca traz
be ca me part of the newly crea ted Gol den Gate Na ti o nal Re crea ti on Area. It re mains one of
San Fran cis co’s most po pu lar tou rist  at trac tions with 1.4 mil li on sight seers vi si ting the mu se -
um and lwal king the old cell blocks every year.  
 
(source: https://kids.bri tan ni ca.com/stu dents/article/Al ca traz/316004)

1 Read the text, then work on the tasks on the se cond page. You can high light im -
portant facts or make notes to help you!
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2 What's the nick na me of Al ca -
traz?

 / 1

Isle of Pe licans
The Pri son
The Rock
The Block

3 Who wasn't im pri so ned ?  / 1

mi li ta ry pri so ners
Na ti ve Ame ri cans
ci vi li an con victs
pri so ners of war

4 How many in ma tes could Al ca -
traz house?

 / 1

450
250
350
550

5 How long was the Batt le of Al ca -
traz?

 / 1

36h
2 days
a week
72h

6 Sort these stages of Al ca traz' his to ry. Start with the ear liest event! (1-6)  / 6

Al ca traz be co mes a US Mi li ta ry pri son.

Al ca traz be co mes the „Isle of Pe licans“.

The Batt le of Al ca traz takes place.

The Rock be co mes too ex pen si ve.

A light house for the San Fran cis co Bay

Al ca traz be co mes a tou rist at trac tion.

7 Name two fa mous in ma tes of Al ca traz!  / 1

8 Fill in the gaps with the cor rect in for ma ti on from the text!  / 7

Al ca traz is a for mer pri son near the Ame ri can city of .

It is si tu a ted on an  that was first ex plo red by a Lieu ten ant from

. Today, Al ca traz is a  that 1.4 mil li on people visit

every year. Al ca traz is fa mous be cau se lots of in ma tes tried to 

from the pri son. Some of them were suc cess ful, but others were never seen again.

People think that they  in San Fran cis co Bay. The pri son was

 in March 1963.

Punk te: / 18 Note
Note 1 2 3 4 5 6

Pkt. 17 14 11 7 4 0
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