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The two- party sys tem in the United Sta tes is a po li ti cal sys tem where two main po li ti cal 
par ties do mi na te elec tions and go vern ment de ci si ons. These two par ties are the De mo -
cra tic Party and the Re pu blican Party. While other smal ler par ties exist, they ra re ly win 
major elec tions be cau se the two big par ties have more sup port and power.
 
The De mo cra tic Party is sym bo li zed by a don key, which dates back to 1828 when can di -
da te An drew Jack son em braced the image after being cal led a  „ jackass “  (ano ther word 
for don key). The Re pu blican Party is re pre sen ted by an ele phant, a sym bol po pu la ri zed 
by a po li ti cal car toon in 1874, sho wing the ani mal as strong and pow er ful. These sym -
bols have since be co me ico nic re pre sen ta ti ons of the two par ties.
 
One of the main con cepts of the two- party sys tem is that it sim pli fies choices for vo ters. 
In s tead of many diff e rent par ties, people usu al ly choo se bet ween two main op ti ons. 
Ano ther im portant idea is that it crea tes sta bi li ty. Since only two par ties have real power, 
it is ea sier for the go vern ment to make de ci si ons wit hout being blo cked by many diff e -
rent groups.
 
There are ad van ta ges to this sys tem. First, it makes it ea sier for vo ters to un der stand the 
diff e ren ces bet ween the two main par ties, as they ge ne ral ly re pre sent op po si te ideas. 
Se cond, it en cou ra ges mo de ra ti on, be cau se both par ties want to ap peal to a wide range 
of vo ters to win elec tions.
 
Howe ver, there are also di sad van ta ges. One is that the sys tem can make it hard for 
smal ler par ties to grow, even if they have good ideas. Ano ther is that it so me times li mits 
the choices vo ters have. If so me o ne doesn’t agree with eit her of the two main par ties, it 
can feel like their vote doesn’t count as much.
 
In sum ma ry, the two- party sys tem is a cen tral part of U.S. po li tics, with both be ne fits 
and chal len ges. It sim pli fies vo ting and brings sta bi li ty, but can limit new ideas and lead 
to po li ti cal di vi si on.

Word bank:
Two- party sys tem  -  Zwei- Parteien- System ;  to do mi na te  -  do mi nie ren ;  go vern ment   -  Re gie rung ;  
to sim plify   -  ver ein fa chen ;  mo de ra ti on   -  Mä ßi gung ;  to ap peal  -  an spre chen ;  ad van ta ge   -  Vor teil ;  
di sad van ta ge  -  Nach teil ;  po li ti cal di vi si on  -  po li ti sche Spal tung ;  to em brace  -  über neh men
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