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⭐ Play in Ancient Greece 

Before you read the text: 
What do you think 🤔 What games did
children play in Ancient Greece?

We don’t know much about childhood in Ancient Greece. This is because
most of the documents, like books, were destroyed at some point in
history. Also, historians mainly wrote about historic events and not about
everyday life.
We know a little bit about the life of the upper class, the rich families.
In rich families, children had time to play. They even had toys. Scientists
have excavated toys. They have found the following: push carts, marbles
and dolls with movable arms. Archaeologists have also found dice which
are similar to ours.
One popular game was “knucklebones”. For this game, children used
bones from goats that have a shape like dice. One game was to throw the
bones into the air and try to catch some of them with the back of your
hand.
Another toy that is still used today was the yo-yo. They were made from
wood, metal and terra cotta.
Children and families also kept pets like monkeys, dogs or cheetahs.
We can assume that children of poorer families – and most families were
poor farmers, had less time to play. They probably had to work as soon as
they could.
But they probably also had toys. Knucklebones were toys that didn’t cost
anything, since they were simply leftover bones. You could make up all
kinds of games with them.

□ 1) First reading: underline words that you need to look up. 
□ 2) Look up words and write them on the margin (Rand). 
□ 3) Second reading: highlight 3-5 most important facts. 
□ 4) Check your understanding with tasks online: ogy.de/ancientplay 
□ 5) Write down 2-3 sentences as a summary. 
□ 6) Write down 1 quiz question and hand it in.
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Bonus: Watch a video on a teenager’s life in Ancient Rome: ogy.de/teenagerRome

Summary:

Sources:
http://factsanddetails.com/world/cat56/sub406/entry-6198.html
https://www.ancient.eu/article/337/play-and-childhood-in-ancient-greece/
https://sententiaeantiquae.com/2017/01/04/no-dice-murder-starvation-and-games-in-ancient-greece/

Roman knucklebones from Calleva Atrebatum 
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